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Message Outline

Matthew 5:1-11 (NIV)
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples
came to him, 2 and he began to teach them.
He said:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for
in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
In what we call the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus deals with the two major questions
humanity always faces:
1. “Which life is the good life and who is _________________ for it?”
2. “What does life in the Kingdom _________________?” (weeks 3 & 4)
The Context of the Beatitudes: It will help us know what to do—and what not to do—with
the Beatitudes if we can figure out what Jesus himself was doing with them.
Matthew 4:23-25
It only makes sense that Jesus is looking at the people in front of him and ________________
them as he gave the _________________ that they were eligible for life in his Kingdom.
Reading the Beatitudes as, “You will be blessed if you…” may feed our desire to
_________________something on our own. This attitude denies God’s blessing people just
because of their _________________and just because he _________________.
1 Corinthians 13:3
The Beatitudes serve to clarify Jesus’ fundamental message: the free availability of the
with-God life to all people through trust in Jesus himself, the God-person now loose in the
world among us.
This Kingdom is a Kingdom of ____________, available to ___________ by the same way for
___________.
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Life Group Discussion Guide
1. Read Matthew 5:1-11. Pastor Billy discussed how the Sermon on the Mount and
Jesus’ teaching on the Beatitudes can be easily misunderstood to mean that
Christians must be weak and poor and miserable in order to be blessed by God. Has
there been a time that you thought you needed to be sad and downtrodden in order
to gain God’s blessing? What did Jesus really mean?

2. Jesus met the desperate needs of the people around him and then taught them about
God. Read Matthew 4:23-25 and 1 Corinthians 13:3. God’s kingdom involves taking
care of each other as a way to show love. In what ways do you live this out? In what
ways can there be improvement?

3. Jesus turned the world upside down by saying those who everyone had thought
were ineligible for the kingdom are now given first access and those that everyone
thought were God’s favorite because they were rich or well thought of are not
guaranteed a spot in Heaven. Jesus seemed to give special attention to those that
were discounted by everyone else. What kind of people are most difficult for you to
love? Why do you think this is?

4. Pastor Billy highlighted this quote from Dallas Willard as a modern day take on what
Jesus was saying during his Sermon on the Mount. Discuss what this means to your
group. What is the reaction to knowing that through Jesus, God loves even those
among us that have done awful things?
“Blessed are the flunk-outs and drop-outs and burned-outs. The broke and
the broken. The drug heads and the divorced. The HIV-positive and herpesridden. The brain-damaged, the incurably ill. The barren and the pregnant
too-many-times or at the wrong time. The overemployed, the
underemployed, the unemployed. The unemployable. The swindled, the
shoved aside, the replaced. The lonely, the incompetent, the stupid. The
emotionally starved or emotionally dead. And on and on and on.”

