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Message Outline

Does Jesus only enable me to “make the cut” when I die? Or to know what to protest, or
how to vote? It is good to know that when I die all will be well, but is there any good news
for life? ~ Dallas Willard
This is the life Jesus came to make available – a good and _____________ life now, with a better
life after. (John 10:10)
Luke 4:16-20
Matthew 5:13-16 (NLT)
“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make it
salty again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.
14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 15 No one
lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it
gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to
see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.
Salt and Light…
Too much of us and people get _____________ from the kingdom.
Not enough of us and the kingdom seems bland or _____________to our lives – this is God’s gift
to us, creating us and making us into an actual part of his kingdom.
Jesus takes these nobodies and says they are the key ingredient to making the kingdom
taste _____________to the world around them. But if they become too _____________, they have
no value.
Jesus then calls them light of the world. He gives them “light”— _____________, _____________,
and _____________—that they might be the light for their surroundings.
Religiousness is __________focused. The Kingdom of God is _____________ focused.
God’s blessing is more than we can earn for ourselves – it’s an act of _____________.
Genesis 12:2-3
This is how God works: God takes people the world calls insignificant and gives them a kind
of radiance (spirit of love) that causes people to rethink the way they’ve been doing things.
Jesus says that because they are _____________ (loved), they can _____________and love others.
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Life Group Discussion Guide
1. Pastor Billy started out his message with these questions. Do you see Jesus as
insurance for when you die? Even if you’re not sure he is who he says he is, do you
try to please him just in case he is the one with the keys to heaven? He followed the
questions up with saying that Jesus can make available to you a good and full life
NOW, with a better life AFTER. Discuss this with your group.

2. Part of the message was about salt and light. Pastor Billy explained that the point of
salt is to enhance the flavor but to not be taken apart from the substance. Salt is
good but too much salt by itself makes a person sick. He explained that God’s people
forget their place when they think they can exist apart from their source which is
God. Have you ever tried to do it alone? Have you ever used your gifts or talents in
ways God did not intend you to use them? How did that work out? How can you use
your salt to enhance God’s kingdom?

3. Pastor Billy said that religiousness is inward focused and the Kingdom of God is
outward focused. Have you seen examples of this in your life? In what ways do you
need to focus outwardly?
4. Jesus was trying to explain a new way of life, as Pastor Billy put it, you are blessed,
so act blessed. The Father has loved you, so you don’t need to hurt others,
manipulate them or be stingy with them. Your source of blessing comes from the
Father, so be free to love and give and forgive. Are there people in your life you are
trying to hurt or manipulate? How can you begin to see them the way God sees
them? How can you show them love?
5. This is the last week of Life Groups for the spring semester. If there is time, consider
sharing what you have enjoyed, what you have learned from each other or what
messages from the series have stuck out the most to you. Discuss whether or not
you want to continue meeting over the summer. The next semester will kick off in
September.

